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On August 9th, Friends of Clayoquot Sound
hosted the Clayoquot Sound Rainforest

Festival in Tofino, to celebrate the efforts of
thousands of individuals who continually show
their support and concern for Clayoquot. More
than one thousand supporters came together to
celebrate the ten-year anniversary of the 1993
mass blockades and to stand in opposition to
Interfor’s intended logging of the intact forests
of Clayoquot Sound. The festival opened with
the Tla-o-qui-aht First Nations welcoming the
forest defenders to their traditional territory,

his summer, Raincoast Books worked a little
of their own magic for Clayoquot’s

rainforests and the world’s ancient and
endangered forests by printing Harry Potter and
the Order of the Phoenix on Ancient Forest
Friendly paper (100% post-consumer recycled,
processed-chlorine-free paper).

Jaggi Singh, a well known anti

corporate globalization activist,

delivers an informative and fiery

workshop drawing the links between

globalization and its effects on areas

such as Clayoquot Sound.

and honouring the environmentalists’ efforts
throughout the years. The sun shone down as
music filled the air and speakers presented
inspirational words and calls to action. Two large
banners suspended behind the main stage helped
set the tone for the day’s events. Energy ran high
as musical group “Island Rhythm” brought the
crowd to its feet with their lively beats, and
continued with the Ahousaht First Nation dancers
leading the crowd in a traditional dance.
Workshops were another highlight, featuring

“The forest at Hogwarts is home to magical creatures like unicorns and
centaurs. Because the Canadian editions are printed on Ancient-Forest
Friendly paper, the Harry Potter books are helping to save magnificent
forests in the muggle world, forests that are home of magical animals
such as Orangutans, Wolves and Bears. It's a good idea to respect ancient
trees, especially if they have a temper like the Whomping Willow.”
- J.K. Rowling T

 . . . cont inued on next  page



Svend Robinson, MP, one of the

original ’93 Clayoquot arrestees,

delivers an inspiring presentation

to an impassioned crowd.

guest presenters such as: Svend
Robinson; Jaggi Singh, a well-known
anti corporate globalization 
activist; and Tzeporah Berman, a well-
known forest activist.

The day was filled with reflection,
passion and inspiration. As the day
turned to night, the intensity
heightened as Dana Lyons rocked the
crowd and “E-L-E-M-E-N-T-A-L lit
the night with their Circus of Fire to
the grooves of the “Wassabi
Collective.” The anniversary was a
great celebration and the outcry
against logging in Clayoquot’s pristine

In doing so they not only saved 39,000 trees, they
made publishing history internationally. Harry
Potter, the biggest publishing phenomenon of our
time, is distributed in more than 200 countries
around the world - the Canadian edition is the only
version of Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix
to be printed on Ancient Forest Friendly paper
internationally.

By printing Harry Potter and the Order of the
Phoenix on Ancient Forest Friendly paper, Raincoast
Books made the following ecological savings:

• 39,320 trees would have been used 
to make an equivalent amount of 
virgin paper

• 63,435,801 litres of water

• 854,988 kgs of solid waste

• electricity to power the average North 
American home for 262 years

• greenhouse gases to drive a car 5.3 
million kilometers.

Markets Initiative, a coalition project of FOCS,
Greenpeace Canada and Sierra Club of Canada,
BC Chapter, has worked with Raincoast Books
and other Canadian publishers to eliminate the
use of papers derived from ancient and
endangered forests during the past 3 years.
Similar work is now taking place with book
publishers in the US and 5 European countries.
Thirty-six leading Canadian and forty US book
publishers are now in the process of switching
their books to ecologically responsible papers.

Ten Year Anniversar y cont inued from cover.
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Harry Potter cont inued from cover.

For more information on

the Ancient Forest Friendly

Harry Potter or “who’s good

between the covers in

Canadian literature”, visit

www.marketsinitiative.org

valleys has Interfor on the
alert. It is an important time
to stand up, to speak out,
and to get active to save the
Pretty Girl Lake area and
the Sydney Valley from
Interfor’s insatiable appetite
for ancient forests. For more
information, please check
out www.focs.ca

Lee-Ann Unger

A number of the 1993 Clayoquot arrestees gather in front of

the main stage at the Rainforest Festival for a reunion photo.

Annie George and the Ahousaht First Nation dance team celebrate the 10 year anniversary

by leading the crowd in a traditional circle dance around the festival field.
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new set of satellite imagery maps 
  demonstrates that Clayoquot Sound

contains the largest intact forest remaining on
Vancouver Island and the Lower Mainland. The
maps, released in September by Global Forest
Watch Canada, are part of the increasing
academic recognition of the conservation value
of core intact areas. This powerful scientific
evidence solidifies Clayoquot Sound as one of
the world’s coastal temperate rainforest hotspots.

Intact forests are defined as large areas that are
primarily free from human disturbances, such
as roads and logging. Containing only naturally
seeded trees, an intact area must be large enough
to support viable populations of native species,
and be resilient to edge effects and most
catastrophic natural events. The vast majority
of the protected areas in Clayoquot Sound are
not large enough to qualify.

While almost one quarter of the Clayoquot Sound
Biosphere Reserve has been logged already, large
areas remain intact. Lush valleys such as the
Sydney, Pretty Girl, and Satchie stand as they
have for thousands of years, free from the effects
of the industrial machine that now threatens
their existence – the same machine that has
already consumed 75% of Vancouver Island’s
productive ancient forests. The current suite of
protected areas in Clayoquot Sound are mostly
located in fragments (e.g. Pacific Rim National
Park) that are too small to maintain viable
populations of species, particularly those that
are wide-ranging or sensitive to habitat
fragmentation (e.g. black bears, wolves and
Roosevelt elk).

A

By Diego A. Garcia with Faisal Moola

Conservation biologist Faisal Moola (PhD. abd)
of the David Suzuki Foundation warns that the
new maps provide evidence that cannot be
ignored. “One of the main principles of
conservation biology is to at least ‘keep all the
parts’ because we don’t understand all the
processes at work in the ecosystems,” says Moola.
The intact forests surrounding the protected
areas of Clayoquot Sound are those parts, he
argues, but are under constant threat as long as
they remain under forest tenure. “It’s shocking
that when you overlay the intactness maps with
the Interfor Tree Farm License, you find that
they are planning to fragment those areas that
provide the core of the Biosphere. It’s
unconscionable!”
Interfor currently destroys about 200 hectares
of ancient rainforest per year in Clayoquot Sound
– an area equal to about 500 football fields. Since
forest intactness cannot be restored the ecological
integrity of these rare ecosystems is imminently
threatened with being irreversibly spoiled.

The Global Forest Watch maps confirm that
coastal temperate rainforests are extraordinarily
rare on a global scale. Logging at the industrial
scale practiced around the province, and even
in Clayoquot Sound, is a huge and risky
experiment with the biological building blocks
of ecosystems. In B.C., Clayoquot Sound should
be a priority for meaningful conservation.

Unfortunately, the window of opportunity for
comprehensive protection is rapidly closing. The
core of Clayoquot will be forever scarred unless
we demand the protection of the intact forests.
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. . . the humpback whale has also
come to symbolize the current

state of our oceans’ ecosystems –
                            devastatingly

                                      impacted
                      by commercial

industries.
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he humpback whale is one of the most 
familiar of all marine mammals inhabiting

the coastal waters of British Columbia. The
extraordinary species has become an icon of the
oceans, a leviathan featured in paintings,
photographs, carvings, and logos. While its
likeness inspires visions of majesty, mystery, and
serenity, the humpback whale has also come to
symbolize the current state of our oceans’
ecosystems – devastatingly impacted by
commercial industries. Strict international
protection has helped the humpback whale
bounce back, but it may yet be premature to
celebrate a victory for marine conservation.

There is a growing perception that humpback
whales in Clayoquot Sound are steadily increasing
in numbers, perhaps due to an increase in the
number of sightings in recent years. Dr. Jim
Darling has spent more than 20 years studying
humpbacks and has noticed a definite trend.
“This year has just been incredible,” says Darling
about Clayoquot Sound. “You can see them out
there almost everyday and they are shifting
closer to shore than in past years.”  Probably
related to shifts in their prey, humpbacks are at
times approaching to within metres of the
shoreline. “The whales are more visible and there
are more people looking for them nowadays,”
says Darling, “but we hope too that increased
sightings reflect increased numbers locally.”

Humpback whales have been recovering on a
global scale over the past few decades. Officially

listed as an endangered species, humpback
whales had been targeted for their meat, baleen,
and blubber, the latter of which provided oils
for soaps and fuels. They can grow to a maximum
of 15m (50ft) and weigh 30 tonnes (equal to 5
male elephants), but are among the easiest whales
to harpoon. One hundred years of commercial
hunting decimated the humpbacks, leaving only
5,000 animals in the late 1960s. The current
global population is now estimated at 20,000
whales. While this represents a significant
improvement, it is but a drop in the bucket when
compared to their original numbers.

A recent study out of Stanford and Harvard
Universities estimated the humpbacks’ pre-
industrial whaling population at 1 – 1.5 million
individuals. This comes as a revelation to most
researchers who previously estimated that
number nearer to 100,000 whales. The new study,
therefore, shows that humpbacks have likely
recovered to about 2% of their pre-harvest
numbers, rather than the previously assumed
20% recovery.

This important discovery reinforces the need for
ocean conservation. The future for these whales
is bright as their increasing numbers have shown,
but while we enjoy those that remain let us never
forget how close we came to losing the
magnificent humpback whale.

A plume of sea spray

breaks the water’s surface

and excites a boatful of

wide-eyed whale-

watchers nearby. The

vessel adjusts its heading

and slowly begins to

approach when a great

black-white tail eases out

of the ocean, traces a

gentle arc along the

horizon, and plunges into

the depths once again.

The on-lookers beam with

delight upon realizing

that they have just

spotted a humpback

whale near to shore in

Clayoquot Sound.

Diego A. Garcia
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Leah Walberg

S

The class action lawsuits also claim
that by failing to properly label
colourants in farmed salmon,
retailers have mislead the public
into believing that they are buying
wild salmon thereby avoiding
scrutiny of the environmental and
health issues associated with farmed
salmon.  These issues include risks
to wild salmon and other species
as a result of disease outbreaks and
fish farm pollution.

The lawsuits were covered widely
in the US media, with stories in
over 80 print, radio and broadcast
outlets.  The case will not be heard
until September 13, 2004.  However,
as a result of the suit and the
extensive coverage the story
received, each of the chains targeted
in the lawsuits has implemented
labelling in their stores.  Stay tuned
for reports of consumers across
North America taking off their rose
coloured glasses and heading for
the wild.

ince the fall of 2002, a viral disease has 
swept through salmon farms in Clayoquot

Sound, passing from one farm to another through
waters inhabited by wild fish. The virus,
Infectious Hematopoietic Necrosis (IHN), infected
several farms operated by Pacific National
Aquaculture (PNA), the major salmon farming
company in Clayoquot Sound. Infected fish
that survived to marketable size were harvested
and sold for human consumption. In 2002,
PNA incurred $5.7 million (US) in financial
losses largely due to IHN. PNA has also closed
down its processing plant in Tofino and laid-off
workers, uncertain of exactly when it will
re-open.

IHN is a virus native to the BC coast that can
infect several species of fish, including salmon
and herring. PNA farms primarily Atlantic
salmon, a species particularly susceptible to this
highly contagious disease. IHN can remain in
the water for several weeks, even after fallowing
a farm (removing all fish from the net-pens). As
with many other diseases, IHN may originate in
the wild, but fish farms artificially inflate the

concentration of the disease and could be causing
IHN-related mortality in wild stocks. This occurs
when schools of wild fish pass by high
densities of infected fish in farms along their
migratory  routes, exposing the schools to
contaminated water.

The impacts of this disease on herring were of
particular concern during the past spring, as
herring came to spawn in the heavily IHN-
infected waters. Herring are especially at risk as
they are attracted to the night lighting used at
salmon farms, lingering there for prolonged
periods, and increasing their chances of exposure
to IHN. A controlled experiment conducted by
Fisheries and Oceans Canada resulted in a 25%
mortality rate in herring exposed to the IHN
virus. Friends of Clayoquot Sound and Raincoast

ver the past year, salmon farming has been
getting a lot of attention in the media across

North America, including the New York Times
and National Geographic.  Increasingly, the profile
it’s getting isn’t looking so rosy.

The artifical rosiness of farmed salmon was
unmasked to the masses in late March when a
Seattle law firm launched a class-action lawsuit
against the three largest grocery chains in the
US – Albertsons, Safeway and Krogers (operators
of 16 different chains including Fred Meyer and
Quality Food Center).  Lawyers alleged that the
chains illegally concealed the artificial colouring
in their farm-raised salmon.  Without this
artificial colouring, farmed salmon fillets would
be an unappetizing grey colour.

The lawsuits claim that the chains, which account
for over 6,000 stores in more than 30 states across
the US, deceived consumers by failing to comply
with federal law requiring disclosure of artificial
colouring in farm-raised salmon.  Although the
Food and Drug Administration requires that
colourants be labelled, this law has been poorly
enforced and few retailers of farmed salmon
have complied.

While wild salmon get their distinctive colour
by foraging for crustaceans, farmed salmon get
it through chemical additives in their feed.  Fish
farmers use a tool called the “Salmofan”, similar
to a paint swatch, to determine the colour they
want their farmed salmon to be, and the
corresponding level of chemicals to add to the
feed.  Research sponsored by the salmon farming
industry has shown that consumers will pay
more for redder salmon because they believe
that a darker colour indicates higher quality.
The most commonly used colourants are
synthetic astaxanthin and/or canthaxanthin.
Earlier this year, the European Union reduced
the amount of canthaxanthin that can legally be
added to farmed salmon feed by two-thirds in
response to concerns about the possibility of
retinal damage due to ingesting too much of
the chemical.

O

Melissa Nelson

Research are conducting preliminary
tests to examine this issue
further,though it should not be the
responsibility of non-profit
organizations to research the impacts
of aquaculture on vital
wild stocks.

Many marine species, from humpback
whales to salmon, depend upon
herring for survival. Herring are also
an important commercial fishery.
Economic losses may be recoverable,
but if wild fish are being infected,
the damage could be irreversible. This
is a risk too great to take.
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he company’s logging operations shut
down in the spring, pending approval

of its 2002-2012 logging plan (Forest
Development Plan or FDP).

The FDP was referred to the Central Region
Board, the pre-treaty resource-use
committee in Clayoquot, where it was
rejected by a “double majority” vote
exercised by representatives of the 5 First
Nations tribes. This was the first time in
the Board’s 9-year history that First Nations
had invoked their veto power. First Nations
objected to Interfor’s FDP on several
grounds: lack of adequate consultation
and accommodation of First Nations’
interests; location of proposed logging in
areas of cultural significance and in areas

n 1995, the Scientific Panel for 
Sustainable Forest Practices in Clayoquot

Sound recommended “ecosystem based”
logging for this area. One of the planning
tasks required was to delineate where not
to log (reserves), based on inventories,
in order to protect ecological and
cultural values.

Eight years later, the first 3 (out of 14)
“watershed reserve plans” have finally
been completed and take effect October
1st. The reserve plans are for Flores Island,
Cypre River area and Bedingfield area.
The figures seem impressive:  57% of
Flores Island, 43% of Cypre, and 48% of
Bedingfield are in “hard” reserves that
are off-limits to logging.

However, once one examines the maps
and data, a different picture emerges.
Reserves are small and discontinuous,
mostly waterside fringes and steep
unstable terrain where logging is not
feasible anyway. On Flores Island, the
reserves include the provincial park where
the forest is scrubbier with considerable
wetlands. Wildlife reserves are set aside
only for the marbled murrelet - an

resources within our traditional territory, as well
as all other resources, are managed… We will
negotiate with the Province of British Columbia
in support of transferring control of [Interfor’s]
Tree Farm License 54.”

In September, the Central Region Chiefs
collectively referred Interfor’s FDP to the
provincial Cabinet, as per the dispute mechanism
defined in the pre-treaty Interim Measures
Agreement. The unfolding scenario is uncharted
territory, as First Nations assert their aboriginal
rights in Clayoquot Sound. For the first time,
Interfor’s future in Clayoquot may be in doubt.

First Nations want as treaty land; excessive
magnitude of the FDP (10 year’s worth of
logging, with 57 cutblocks and a volume of
610,000 cu. m.); and lack of fair apportionment
of cut between Interfor and the First Nations
logging company, Iisaak.

Despite the Board’s rejection, Ministry of Forests
approved Interfor’s FDP without modifications.
Interfor then applied to the Ministry for
continued logging in Tla-o-qui-aht territory,
whereupon the Tla-o-qui-aht tribe issued
Interfor a notice of eviction. The July eviction
letter reads in part: “Effective immediately,
you will cease and discontinue all activities
associated with forestry operations within Tla-
o-qui-aht Territory… The Tla-o-qui-aht First
Nations demand control over how the forest

oldgrowth-dependent bird. Although a
threatened species, murrelets get short shrift.
Only half of important murrelet habitat is in
reserves, and only half or less of that is in
chunks large enough to protect murrelets from
predation. Reserves for scenery, recreation
and First Nations cultural areas have been
turned into “soft” reserves where some logging
is allowed.

In sum, the reserves do not adequately protect
ecological and cultural parameters and do not
spare from the chainsaw much forest that would
have been feasible to log.

Reserve mapping for the next 5 to 7 areas of
Clayoquot Sound aims to be completed by
March 2004. The large intact (pristine) Sydney
Valley and adjacent intact Pretty Girl area will
likely be included in this next round of
planning. Once reserves are established, Interfor
will be able to log in these pristine valleys that
are part of the largest intact forest left on
Vancouver Island and the lower mainland of
BC. We must ensure Interfor never cuts into
the heart of Clayoquot’s wilderness.

First Nations Give Interfor the Blues
2003 has not been a good year for Interfor in Clayoquot Sound.

Maryjka Mychajlowycz
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he BC Liberals are on the verge of 
pushing through the most sweeping anti-

environmental legislation in our province’s
history. Premier Gordon Campbell’s “Working
Forest Initiative” is actually a “Corporate
Forest” scheme that will privatize our public
forests for logging companies. It will facilitate
the sell-off of public forest lands to private
companies and zone the rest of our
unprotected public forests as permanent
logging zones. Any increase in corporate
certainty to our public forests increases the
amount BC taxpayers must pay whenever we
protect OUR own public forests, thus acting
as a major disincentive for new protected
areas and First Nations land settlements.

Recently, the BC government released its report
on the public consultation process held this
past spring. 97% of 2700 respondents
(individuals and organizations) opposed the
Working Forest proposal, while literally only
1% supported it (logging companies and a
few local governments). Yet, the BC Liberals
STILL arrogantly proclaim that they will push
through the Working Forest. Why hold a
public input process if you’re going to ignore
the public input when it’s not in your favour??

British Columbians have a long,

proud tradition of courageously

standing up in defense of their

public lands. This was best

exemplified by the mass blockades

in Clayoquot Sound in 1993.  First

Nations have stood up for much

longer. Right now, it’s time to get

“back to the barricades”, so to

speak, and in greater numbers

than ever before. Of all times, this

time it REALLY counts.

This October or November, the BC Liberals
hope to pass amendments to the Land Act
(Bill 46) which is the Working Forest’s
enabling legislation. If made into law, this
will empower the Cabinet to implement the
Working Forest whenever they want, with
as much teeth as they want to give it, outside
of any public or media scrutiny. They can
strengthen the Working Forest initiative
piece by piece over the years, thus making
the creeping privatization of our forests
virtually imperceptible to the public over
time. We must NOT let them get their foot
in the door through this enabling legislation!

To defeat the bill, 40 of the 79 MLAs must
vote against it in the Legislature this fall.
Could this happen? YES, but only with a
massive public uproar among hundreds of
thousands of people, targeting the MLAs in
ridings throughout BC. It can be done. It
MUST be done. History shows again and
again that one person can be a force to
inspire and mobilize millions and YOU are
central to this campaign. ALL HANDS ON
DECK  for this one!

Ken Wu
Executive Director of the Western Canada

Wilderness Committee in Victoria

         The Wilderness Committee in Victoria at 250-388-9292
or wc2vic@island.net. Also, visit http://www.workingforest.org
for more info on the Working Forest.CO

NTACTFor ways
that you
can get
involved
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International Forest Products (Interfor) holds
logging rights to the Sydney Valley. While
Interfor claims to have no plans to log the
area, it eagerly awaits the release of the
Watershed Reserve Plan for the valley, which,
when completed, will allow Interfor to build
roads into and log the Sydney, causing
irreparable damage.  Interfor is notorious for
oldgrowth logging in pristine watersheds,
with the recent and telling example of the
carnage left in the now-devastated Klaskish
Valley, in northern Vancouver Island.
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hen your feet leave the relative
safety of an aluminum herring

skiff and step onto a field of flowers at
the edge of an ancient forest, you enter
a different world.  One where the
confines and ever-present activity of
human civilization melt far into the
background, washed away with the
fields of bear grass, and tall Sitka spruce
that spread across the river delta.  The
smell of northern rice root, its aroma
in stark contrast to its simple beauty,
mingling with salt and cedar, combines
as the essence of an entire valley fills
your lungs. Here, at the head of a long
steep fjord, lies the mouth of an ancient
river. Welcome to the Sydney Valley
located in northern Clayoquot Sound -
 a gateway into pristine wilderness.

In June, Friends of Clayoquot Sound
ventured to this remote location in the
company of award-winning singer-
songwriter Sarah Maclachlan. FOCS
helped mount an expedition aimed at
raising public awareness of one of the
last remaining pristine valleys in
Clayoquot Sound – the Sydney Valley.
Sarah Maclachlan had come to lend her
status. Assisted by FOCS professional
climbers, a smiling Sarah climbed high
into the canopy of an ancient Sitka
spruce growing at the mouth of the
Sydney River. She scaled the massive
tree with incredible ease, resting
occasionally across moss-draped limbs.
A photographer from the well-known
Canadian magazine, Chatelaine, was
hoisted onto an adjacent perch, and his
subsequent shot graced the pages of
the October issue.

Having visited the area for over 15
years, Sarah feels an intimate connection
with the natural surroundings of
Clayoquot Sound.  She wants to see the
forests stay intact and be able to show
her child the wild wonders she has
fallen in love with.

The Sydney Valley is one of the largest
and most significant unprotected
watersheds on Vancouver Island.  While
the steep mountainsides above the inlet
and the river mouth are protected, the
forested heart of this massive valley
still awaits its fate.
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